About the artists

Kumu Hula Kaha'i Topolinski

John Renken. Kaha'iali'iokaiwi ulao-kamehameha
Kauauaamabhikalaniki eki'eokohala Topolinski is a descendant, by koko (blood), from
the Kauauaamabhi line of fiercely independent Kohala chiefs. He is descended by
instruction from an equally unassailable line of tradition keepers. He was schooled
and was graduated in a traditional uniki from the noted kumu hula, Mrs. Maiki Aiu
Lake, in 1973. He founded his own halau hula, and continued his studies under Mary
Kawena Puku’i, Mrs. Patience Namaka Bacon, Mrs. Pele Puku'i Suganuma, Mrs.
Sally Moanikeala Wood Naluai, and Mr. Henry Moikehaotahiti Pa.

Kaha'i is best known for the powerful hula of his Ka Pa Hula Hawai'i, for the
elevated, courtly language of the mele he has composed, and for the
uncompromising defense of his traditional and loyalist beliefs. He is credited with the
revival of the earliest known costume for male hula dancers.

For many years, his award-winning halau hula (1973 — present) dominated the
many dance and chant competitions, featuring some of Hawai'i's finest dancers and
chanters, a credit to his teaching. He has a reputation as a taskmaster and a
disciplinarian, looking for “commitment and loyalty.”

Taiko Master Kenny Endo

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Kenny Endo began early training in drums
and percussion for performances with jazz, fusion, and classical artists. He
discovered his roots through the Japanese taiko and in 1975 began working first with
Kinnara Taiko of Los Angeles and then with the San Francisco Taiko Dojo. In 1980,
he went to Japan to further his study of taiko drumming for 10 years. He has studied
and performed with masters in the Sukeroku, Suwa, Gojinjo, and Chichibu styles of
group drumming.

Endo, artistic director for the Taiko Center of the Pacific, is the first non-
Japanese national to ever receive a “natori”’ (stage name) in Hogaku Hayashi
(Japanese classical drumming). He is known as Mochizuki Tajiro in the classical
Hogaku world. He also performs the Wakayama style of Edo Bayashi (festival music
of Edo.)

He has performed extensively throughout the U.S. and Japan as well as in the
U.S.S.R., England, France, Germany, Belgiium, Egypt, Hong Kong, Malaysia,
Canada, and Australia. He teaches and is a leading force in contemporary taiko
performance in the U.S. and Japan, synthesizing traditional Japanese drumming
techniques, world musical rhythms, and western jazz percussion styles. The Kenny
Endo Taiko Ensemble plays original compositions for taiko, koto, fue and other
traditional instruments of Japan, bringing new dimensions to an old Japanese art.



Stanton K. Haugen

Stanton K. Haugen is a musician’s musician, a trumpet player who is best
known both as a soloist and as a bandleader, though he is often featured on French
horn, trombone, baritone horn and tuba. He conducts his own 20-piece “big band,”
called Stanton’s Thursday Night Band; has an Oktoberfest band; is principal trumpet
in the 60-member O ahu Civic Orchestra; plays with the Royal Hawaiian Band,
Mariachi Loco, the Henry Miyamura Woodwind Quintet, Aloha Brass, and a variety of
other orchestras, bands, and ensembles.

He is in demand as an instrumental soloist, and has played in pit orchestras
and bands for major productions and stage plays in all of the local Hawai'i theaters.

Stanton was born in Japan, and started his musical career on violin while in
elementary school in Honolulu. He switched to trumpet in intermediate school, and in
high school, won major awards for his solo performances. He studied at the
University of Hawai'i and Indiana, and started his own dance band, Carnival, in his
early 20s. He has played professionally all of his adult life.

Pierre Grill

Pierre Grill is not only one of Hawai'i's most talented musicians and all-around
entertainers, but highly regarded as the dean of recording engineers in the Islands,
operating his own Rendez Vous Recording Studio since 1979.

Pierre was born in Saint Laurent De Cerdans, a small village in the Pyrennees
Mountains on the French-Spanish border. He grew up in Marseille, and began his
musical career with piano lessons at age seven. He studied piano for 12 years,
during which time he performed music from the great European composers —
Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin, Ravel, Stravinski.

He was exposed to jazz through the music of Errol Garner and Jimmy Smith,
and, after hearing Louis Armstrong, bought his first trumpet, for $20.

Pierre studied jazz (Be Bop) at Marseille Conservatory of Music; studied
engineering at Ecole Centrale de Lyon, while playing trumpet in the school’s brass
band. He then joined a clown troupe (a la Fellini) playing trumpet with an 11-piece
street band.

In the past 30 years in Honolulu, he has recorded engineered and produced
hundreds of albums, including nine as the featured artist. Four of his albums with
Brad White sold a total of 220,000 copies, ranking that duo as one of the best selling
groups ever in Hawai'i. He had played on dozens of other albums, and has won
awards for both is technical engineering skills and as an outstanding musician.
Among the most prominent artists he has worked with are internationally acclaimed
Marty Friedman, Denny Hemingson (lead guitarist with Tim McGraw), Willie K. Pierre
is equally well known in Hawai'i as a performer.



C. Keith Haugen

Keith Haugen is a singer/songwriter and composer of more than 200 songs, in
many genre and in both English and Hawaiian. He wrote his first song in 1962,
inspired by a photo contest in Japan. Since then he has written award-winning songs
in a variety of genre — Hawaiian, patriotic, country, folk, Christmas, educational,
religious, lullabies. He has written name and place songs, love songs, ballads, and
more. Many of his songs have been recorded, some by well-known local and
international artists.

He has written many “firsts,” including the first songs ever for the protea
flower, Pupukea, the ti leaf lei, the crown flower, the pakini (washtub) bass, and now
the Emperor of Japan. Among his many compositions are many written for special
occasions, anniversaries.

Keith grew up with music, playing cornet, E-flat alto horn, and baritone horn
before switching to "ukulele and later guitar. He sang in a quartet, mixed choruses
and church choir, and was a poet for many years before he began writing songs. He
has devoted much of his adult life to teaching music and Hawaiian language,
researching and writing.

With his Maui-born Hawaiian wife, Carmen, he performed in Waikiki for 35
years, including 17 years, the longest-running act in the 80-plus year history of the
famous Royal Hawaiian Hotel. The husband and wife song and hula duo also
traveled and performed in many countries, on luxury liners and cruise ships, and in
television specials in Germany, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Japan, and Australia.

Keith is Stanton Haugen'’s father.

Carmen U'ilani Haugen

Carmen U'ilani Haugen is better known as a hula dancer, an "ukulele playing singer
of Hawaiian songs, and a recording artist, than as a writer. But she has written the
liner notes for a number of recordings, including “He Pa’ipunahele no Tenno Heika.”
She has traveled and performed in many countries. Carmen studied hula under Hu'i
Park at Aunty Genoa Keawe’s Kula Hawai'i, then taught solo hula dancers for more
than 25 years, before joining Ka Pa Hula Hawai'i, where she is an alaka’i, under
Kumu Hula Kaha'i Topolinski. She also is a descendant of the "Ohana Kauaua.

Carmen & Keith Haugen



Kumu Hula Kaha'i Topolinski Taiko Master Kenny Endo

Pierre Grill Stanton K. Haugen

For moreinformation about the artists, contact them at:

Kenny Endo, kakegoe and taiko - talko@hawaii.rr.com
Kaha'i Topolinski, chant - kohalaikaunupaa@gmail.com
Stanton Haugen, brassinstruments- haugen@hawaii.rr.com
Pierre Grill, keyboard - pierre.grill @hawaiiantel.net

Keith Haugen, vocals, "ukulele - hakumele@aol.com
Carmen Haugen, liner notes - meahula@aol.com

Jen Loper, graphic artist — jenloper@yahoo.com
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